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Zeuner’s apartment first, then to Bridges later, and that he would likely be meeting Danny
Petrole that night,

t4. Aflter | talked to Justin, J.R. Martin and I went back to Jason Coleman’s
and my apartment.

15, Later that evening, Justin callcd me to say that Danny Petrole would be
delivering the drugs to Regina Zeuner’s apartment, so | could come pick some up.

* * *

16, Idid not want to use my own car that night because my car is distinctive: it
has projector headlights, has loud exhaust, is low, and has rims. [asked J.R. Martin if we
could use his red Ford Escort and he agreed.

17, J.R. Martin and I drove to Regina Zeuner’s apartment and waited until
Danny Petrole left.

18, When Danny Petrole drove away from Regina Zouncer's apartment, we
followed him. 1 drove IR, Martin’s ¢ar and he rode along,

19, We followed Danny Petrolc to Fairfiux and then to his own house. Danny
Petrole drove onto his street, turned around iq the cul-de-sac heyond his house, and came
hack to start to parallel park in front of his house.

20, | followed him onto his street, turned around in the cul-de-sac, and drove
past him. I drove into another cul-de-sac on an adjoining street to turn around and go back
onto Danny Petrole’s street. I made this extra citcle to give him time to park. When |
drove buck onto Danny Petrole’s street, 1 pulled the car up next to his, cltectively
blocking him from exiting the space in which he had partially completed parallel parking.

His car was still diagonal (o the curb.
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snapped back at me, asking sarcastically what had happened. I started to ask him about
the legal consequences if the killing had actually been self defense, but he was not
interested in hearing about that. When Pickett returned to see me other times, he just
repeated the Commonwealth’s offer and never asked me seriously to tell him what had
really happened.

51, After a couple of days, I was moved up to the cellblock. Over the next
week. T was taken out of my cell at least daily by Walburn, Newsome, and various other
police and jail personnel, who tried to question me and convinee me to talk to them in the
guise of administrative tasks, such as fingerprinting. They kept repeating that they
already khew what had happened and that ] needed to tell them. | continucd to deny
everything. Pickett was usvally not with me when police questioned me.

52. T'he detectives, prosecutors, and Pickell were entircly focused on Justin as
a suspect. All they really wanted was to get Justin and to get the shooter. They kept
saying that Justin paid me and kept trying to get me to provide them with proof of am
agreement or a deal between Justin and myself for murder. It was like they were beating
a drum.

53, Pickett told me repeatedly that the Commonwealth’s Attomey, Paul Ebert,
had an almost perfect record for getting sentences of death when he sought them and that
Judge Whisenant was known for being very barsh in sentencing,. Pickett told me Ebert
and Whisenant's track records for capital cases and advised me strongly and repeatedly to
implicatt Justin, saying that if [ did not, prosccutors would seek the death penalty against
me and would succeed.

54, My girllricnd, Jennifer Pasquaricllo, was arrested and held on charges of
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aceessory to murder afier the fact. Although that crime is a Class 1 misdemeanor, the
police held her without bail, al though bail was later reduced. While we were hoth
incarcerated, prosceutors put Jennifer and me together in the same room so that [ could
see how upset she was, The Assistant Commonwealth’s Attorney, Richard Conway, and
other peoplc without uniforms took me to the room in which I met her.

55.  Intheend, I agreed to testi ty against Justin mainly becausc I did not want
to face the death penalty, Prosccutors threatened me that it was either do this or die. |
also made this choice because I was angry with Justin for not helping me when ] needed
him, as explained more below, and because | wanted to help Jennifer Pasquariello, whose
charges were dropped after | apreed to testily.

56.  'The rcason I was angry at Justin was because 1 felt that he had let me
down. Afier I killed Danny Petrole, I wanted to flee the country, Because Justin was my
[riend, I went to him and asked him for mongcy. Idid not tell Justin .why I needed moncey,
only that [ was in troublc. Justin promised to help me, but then did not do so. .

57.  Yconsidered Justin a good friend, and Justin and 1 had belped each other
out in the past. Because of this, I felt he should have given me money in my time of need.
Instead, shortly afler Jennifer Pasquariello was released from jail, she and Justin told me
that they would find me a lawyer when they had money, but then Jennifer Pasquariello
told me that Justin was spending his moncy partying at James Madison University, Twas
hurt and angry.

58.  In California, I told Jennifer Pasquaricllo that | shot Danny Petrole. She
knew that I had asked Justin for money. ‘T'he letter she wrote 1o Justin from California did

not implicate Justin in Petrole’s death; it merely reminded him that he had promised to
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give me some money in my time of need.

59.  On April 27, 2001, 1 agreed to cooperate with the Commonwealth, and
met with Pickett, Newsome, and Walburn at a Prince William County police station. A
narcotics officer, Gireg Pass, was there for part of the time. 'This mecting was tape
recorded. | knew that they wanted to hear that | had been hircd by Justin (o kill Danny
Petrole, so | made up a story based in part on the true events of that night, but with lics
woven in to turn (he story into a murder for hire. This story was very close to my
testimony at Justin’s preliminary hearing.

60.  Walbum and Newsome asked me about when and where specifically the
deal was made with Justin and the clements of the deal, and about Justin’s rcaction when
1 went to Bridges and told him that | had succeeded in the murder for hire. | made up
details to answer their questions.

61.  Walbum and Newsome asked me whether cellular telephone records
might be helpful in piecing together the story prosccutors wanted 1o tell, Ttold them (Hat
the records might be helpful, so they later brought Justin®s and my cellular phone records
o me. When they showed me the records, | made up the content of the calls (o fit the
story that the police and prosecutors wanted to hear.

62.  After I agreed to cooperate with prosceutors, Jennifer Pasquariello and 1
spoke every day on the telephone. T told her at least part of the story that [ had told the
police so that her story would not contradict it.

63, Isigned a plea of guilty that included no guarantee as to my sentence. We
had an oral agreement, however: prosecutors and Pickett told me that prosceutors would

recommend leniency (o my judge and that they were sure that the judge would be lenient
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because of my cooperation if I testified against Justin.

64, Idid not want to lic and implicatc Justin. Aftcr Justin’s preliminary
hearing, I tried to back out of the oral agreement. | was worricd because | had no
concrete plea agreement regarding sentencing. Pickelt convineed me that it was oo late
to back out and that I needed to testify at Justin’s trial.

65, ltried to back out again when prosecutors told me that they wanted to
meet with J.R. Martin and me together so that we could coordinate our testimony. I was
angry with J.R. Martin for telling the police about my involvement in Danny Petrole’s
death and | did not want to see him. However, I {elt forced to continue as | had started.

66,  Before I met with J.R. Martin, the prosecutors showed me the tran seript of

my testimony at the preliminary hearing and had me review it. N
LY RS

67, When J.R. Martin and I met to prepare for Justin’s trial, Conway. Ebert, ‘d ] Mwhl
Walburn, Newsome, and Pickett were present. I told the false story l-had told the potice Mﬂ&b’
and J.R. Martin would correct points with which he disagreed. By this time, our stories
were cose to cach other, with only small details differing,

68/ We changed details until the storics were consistent; usually, I was the one
who changed my story to fit J.R. Martin’s. Essentially, we both told lies until we had put
together the story that prosccutors wanied o hear. | knew that we would have to agree in
the end, so I deferred to J.R. Martin most of the time. When we could not agree on what
was said when [ asked him to drive me or for the use of his car that night, Conway
stepped in and suggested a way for us to word our testimony: “Is it fair to say that you
said, . .."

69, AtJustin’s trial, I told the story that J.R. Martin and I had agreed upon in
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the meeting with prosecutors.

70. At the time of my arrest and the trial, | figured that I would do anything to
avoid the death penalty and to try to get myself out of the situation I had got myself into.
I would tell prosecutors and the police what they wanted to hear.

71, Since then though, [ have begun serving 4 long sentence and have had time
to reflect on what has happened.

72, This past summer (2005) I learned that Justin was scheduled for execution.

73. Some years ago, I told my fricnd and ex-celimate, Carl Huff, about Danny
Petrole’s death and recently he shared the story with Justin®s counsel. T am not upset with
him for doing that. In fact, I have fell like my hands were tied so that 1 could not tell the
lrue story about Justin, yet | wanted the story told.

74, Justin docs not deserve to die for something he did not do. I am not angry
at him anymore and I feel bad about the fact that an innocent man is on death row.,

75. It 1s my fault, J.R. Martin's fault. and the prosceutors® fault that Justin is
on death row. "The only hlame that Justin carries is for not helping me out with money

when | went to him as a friend in need of help after | shot Danny Petrole.

Further affiant sayeth nanght. e | £ )
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Sworn 1o before me this N—VC day of T g&y@k{:\;i , 2005,

Notary Public

My commission expires;  \© ,\”—'_:\\_31500( L



